
GCSE English 
Literature

How to Apply the Mark 
Scheme



Welcome to this 
Professional 
Development 
Training

This training supports teachers delivering Pearson Edexcel 
GCSE English Literature and covers both Paper 1 and Paper 2.

You will: 

• review student responses to questions and understand 
how to accurately apply the mark scheme 

• explore the Pearson support available 

• be able to ask questions and share good practice.
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Agenda

In this session we are going to look at:

• Marking exercises – Paper 1

• Marking exercises – Paper 2

• support for marking and the qualification.
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Download the exam papers, examiner reports and mark 
schemes from the GCSE English Literature pages. 
These are also included in your delegate pack.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Exam-Series%2FJune-2025
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Overview of the 
specification



GCSE English Language (1ET0)

Paper 1: 1 hr 45 mins (50%) Paper 2: 2hrs 15 mins (50%)

Section A: Shakespeare
• Two questions.
• One based on a 30-line extract and one on 

the whole play.

Section A: 19th Century fiction
• Two questions.
• One based on a 400-word extract and one 

on the whole novel.

Section B: Post-1914 British drama or prose
• Students study either drama or prose.
• Choice of essay questions.
• SPaG is assessed.

Section B: Poetry
• One question comparing one named poem 

from the chosen anthology collection with 
another of the student’s choice from the 
collection.

• One question comparing two unseen 
contemporary poems
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You may wish to take the time to download the following documents 
before we start to look at the exemplars.

• Delegate Booklet 

• Extracts and Mark Schemes

Due to time constraints, we will only be looking at 1–2 exemplars for each 
Assessment Objective during the course but there are additional exemplars 
– with commentaries – in the examiner reports included in the pack.
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Documents for 
today



Assessment Objectives

AO Assessment Objective % in GCSE

AO1 Read, understand and respond to texts

Students should be able to: 
• maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response
• use textual references, including quotations, to support and 

illustrate interpretations

37

AO2 Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create 
meanings and effects, using relevant subject terminology where 
appropriate

42

AO3 Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the 
contexts in which they were written

16

AO4 Use of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and 
effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation

5
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Where is each AO assessed?
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Paper 1: Shakespeare



Shakespeare
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• The question has two compulsory parts. 

• Part a) is a close analysis of an extract which will be approximately 30 lines in length.

• Part b) is focused on how a theme from the extract is explored elsewhere in the play.  Candidates 
also consider the context of the play.  

• Part a) is assessed for AO2 (20 marks).

• Part b) is assessed for AO1 and AO3 (20 marks).



Paper 1: Shakespeare – Extract and Question - Macbeth
1ET0/01 – May 2025 Q1



Paper 1: Shakespeare – Macbeth - Mark Scheme Part (a)
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Marking exercise 1 - Question 1(a) - Macbeth
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Script 1

Script 2

• We are now going to look at some Q1 
exemplars which are in the delegate 
booklet.

• Look at Script 1 and Script 2.

• These are part (a) for Macbeth.

• Read through the scripts using the mark 
scheme and decide which level you would 
place them in.

• Put any comments or questions into the 
group chat.



Marking exercise 1 – Question 1(a) – Macbeth - Script 1 
Examiner Commentary and mark

This response focuses on language to present a range of points about the nature of the witches and 
there is some use of relevant terminology. 

• Paragraph 1 deals with their link to death and to evil through the phrase killing swine.  

• Paragraph 2 picks out the image of weird sisters to demonstrate their link to the supernatural.  

• Paragraph 3 focuses on their apparent ability to predict everything as suggestive of their 
omniscience.

• Paragraph 4 suggests that their association with thunder is a sign of their links to tormented nature.  
All these points provide opportunities to use subject-specific terms but these opportunities are 
largely missed.  

There is enough understanding of the effects of language to merit a mark just in Level 3.

Level 3 - 9 marks
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Marking exercise 1 – Question 1(a) – Macbeth - Script 2 
Examiner Commentary and mark

There is less terminology in the traditional sense but it does write about Shakespeare making choices. 
Whilst not offering lots of typical terminology, this candidate does use subject terminology 
appropriate for writing about Literature e.g. develops the character. 

The response is focused and detailed e.g. the Witches contrasting to the innocence of sailor. There is 
an understanding of the impression Shakespeare is trying to convey about the Witches - this makes 
the audience fearful of what is to come later in the play.  

In light of this, the response fulfils all of the requirements of Level 3 and moves into Level 4 because 
the response is focused and detailed.

Level 4 - 14  marks
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Paper 1: Shakespeare – Extract and Question - Romeo and Juliet
1ET0/01 – May 2025 Q3



Paper 1: Shakespeare – Mark Scheme Part (b)
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Marking exercise 2 - Question 3(b) - Romeo and Juliet
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Script 3

Script 4

• We are now going to look at some 
exemplars which are in the delegate 
booklet.

• Look at Script 3 and Script 4.

• These are part (b) for Romeo and Juliet.

• Read through the scripts using the mark 
scheme and decide which level you would 
place them in.

• Put any comments or questions into the 
group chat.



Marking exercise 2 – Question 3(b) – Romeo and Juliet - Script 3 
Examiner Commentary and mark
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This is an assured and perceptive response. 

• In the first paragraph it is argued that the vengeful 
feud permeates all social classes contained 
within a household, as does an acceptance of 
misogyny of sexual violence in a patriarchal 
society. 

• The idea is developed in a discussion of how 
Capulet, hurt and angered by Juliet, wreaks 
vengeance on her by threats and verbal abuse. 

• The role of marriage in Elizabethan society is 
effectively woven into this discussion. 

• A mature critical style is employed throughout, 
supported by some discerning references.

Level 5 - 18 marks



Marking exercise 2 – Question 3(b) – Romeo and Juliet - Script 4 
Examiner Commentary and mark
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• There are some simple implied contextual 
references including: social class and the 
use of death for committing sin.  

• The response is largely narrative but with apt 
material.  

• The points do deal with the idea of revenge 
but are underdeveloped.

Level 2 - 7 marks
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Paper 1: Post-1914 British 
Drama or Prose 



Post-1914 British Drama or Prose

• Students complete one essay question from a choice of two on their text.

• Each question will be preceded by a short quotation from the text, to provide a stimulus for the 
response.

• Questions will focus on one or more of the following areas: plot, setting(s), character(s) and 
theme(s), and will require students to explore the question in relation to the context.

• AO1, AO3 and AO4 are assessed – 40 marks
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Section B: Example Questions
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1ET0/01 – May 2025



An Inspector Calls - Mark Scheme
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Boys Don’t Cry - Mark Scheme
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Vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling (AO4)
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Marking exercise 3 – Scripts 5 & 6 - An Inspector Calls 
and Boys Don’t Cry
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Script 5

Script 6

• We are now going to look at some 
exemplars which are in the delegate 
booklet.

• Look at Script 5 and Script 6.

• Read through the scripts using the mark 
scheme and decide which level you would 
place them in.

• Put any comments or questions into the 
group chat.



Marking exercise 3 - Question 7 – An Inspector Calls – Script 5
Examiner comment and mark

This is a sometimes uneven response which is worthy of a mark securely in Level 3. There is a 
consideration of Mr Birling and Sheila, contrasting his denial of responsibility with her eventual 
acceptance of it. These points supported with evidence from the text. 

The Inspector is seen as voicing the socialist opinions of JB Priestley, thereby demonstrating a critical 
style and sound comment on context. This is developed in a discussion about the play's fictional 
setting as being indicative of his broader significance.  The conclusion brings a number of ideas 
together although the whole response would benefit from a more detailed exploration of social class.  
There are a few errors which might provide difficulties for the reader.

AO1/AO3: Level 3 - 15 marks

AO4:  Level 3 - 7 marks
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Marking exercise 3 - Question 29 – Boys Don’t Cry– Script 6
Examiner comment and mark

• The response covers a range of characters from across the novel to discuss the importance of women with evidence of well-
developed interpretation. 

• The response initially explores the character of Aunt Jackie and how she is a ‘source of stability’ and ‘reassurance’ for Dante and 
Adam following the death of their mother. Her significance is developed further when the candidate shows a sustained 
understanding of the way Aunt Jackie helps Dante accept ‘his new role of being a father’. A third female character explored is 
that of Emma and how she is a ‘catalyst’ in the family, enabling them to ‘reconnect’ and helping Dante to mature and take 
responsibility. Finally, the candidate considers the role Veronica plays in the novel and how she ‘represents the welfare state’, 
confidently linking the point to the context of the novel.

• All points are clearly supported with well-chosen examples from across the novel and in the majority of examples, the candidate 
shows a well-developed interpretation. The points on Emma could be expanded further to move the mark up to the top of a 
Level 4.

• Context is neatly embedded and supports the central theme and idea within the novel. It also clearly enhances the candidate’s 
points.

• AO4 – the quality of writing taking into account the level of demand, meets all the requirements for a top Level 3 mark of 8.

AO1/AO3: Level 4 - 24 marks

AO4:  Level 3 - 8 marks
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Paper 2: 19th Century Novel



19th Century Novel

Students complete a two-part question:

• Part a is focused on a close language analysis of an extract of approximately 400. AO2 – 20 marks.

• Part b questions may focus on different aspects of the text, requiring exploration of one or more 
of the following areas: plot, setting(s), character(s), theme(s). AO1 – 20 marks.
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Extract and Question - A Christmas Carol
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1ET0/02 – May 2025 Q4



Part (a) Mark Scheme- A Christmas Carol
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Part (b) Mark Scheme- A Christmas Carol
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Marking exercise 4 – Scripts 7 & 8 - A Christmas Carol
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Script 7

Script 8

• We are now going to look at some 
exemplars which are in the delegate 
booklet.

• Look at Script 7 and Script 8.

• Script 7 is part (a) and Script 8 is part (b).

• Read through the scripts using the mark 
scheme and decide which level you would 
place them in.

• Put any comments or questions into the 
group chat.



Marking exercise 4 - Question 4(a) – A Christmas Carol – Script 7
Examiner comment and mark

There is a thoughtful point made on page 1 of 
the response regarding Scrooge’s selfish

response. This is supported with reference to 
the declaratives in Scrooges replies. This is 
followed with an example of Marley as an 
antithesis to Scrooge. A perceptive point is 
made on the quote ‘but he could see nothing’. 
Further language points are considered on 
how Marley tries to persuade Scrooge to 
change. There is a constant focus on the 
effect on the reader. Subject terminology is 
integrated throughout.  This is a good example 
of a mid-Level 5 as some points lack 
perceptive cohesion.

Level 5 - 18 marks
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Marking exercise 4 - Question 4(b) – A Christmas Carol – Script 8
Examiner comment and mark
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• The candidate demonstrates a relevant 
personal response, soundly related to the 
text with examples such as Scrooge being 
compared to an oyster showing him having 
reached rock bottom.

• This is linked to how inconsideration for 
others can lead to regret and loneliness. 
Further relevant points are made with 
support from the text. 

Level 3 - 11 marks
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Paper 2: Anthology and 
Unseen Poetry



Anthology Poetry

• Part 1: students answer one question on one named poem from the poetry anthology collection, 
reproduced in the question paper, and one poem of their choice. Students will compare the 
poems. Questions will focus on the language, form and structure of the poem and the contexts in 
which the poems were written.

• AO2 and AO3 will be targeted. 20 Marks
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Poem and Question - Conflict
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Mark Scheme - Indicative Content - Conflict
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Mark Scheme - Levels - Conflict
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Marking exercise 5 – Scripts 9 & 10 - Conflict
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Script 9

Script 10

• We are now going to look at some 
exemplars which are in the delegate 
booklet.

• Look at Script 9 and Script 10.

• Both scripts cover Question 9 – Conflict

• Read through the scripts using the mark 
scheme and decide which level you would 
place them in.

• Put any comments or questions into the 
group chat.



Marking exercise 5 - Question 9 – Conflict – Script 9
Examiner comment and mark

• The candidate has chosen Poppies to compare with Catrin. The candidate has shown sound 
understanding of the two poems.

• There is an overview of Catrin initially and then a contrast is explored when Poppies is introduced. 
This is an example of a candidate who explores one poem in detail before moving to the second 
poem.

• The candidate uses accurate subject terminology, such as metaphorical language, colour imagery, 
juxtaposition, foreshadows and verbs. Relevant context is often embedded, such as children’s 
wishes to be independent and parent/child connections.

• This response meets all the descriptors in Level 3 and just moves into Level 4 as it begins to meet 
the third bullet point in the mark scheme with some effective comments on the poets’ use of 
language and its effect on the reader. The response would have benefitted from more 
comparisons and more evidence of an understanding of form and structure.

Level 4 – 13 marks
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Marking exercise 5 - Question 9 – Conflict – Script 10
Examiner comment and mark

• The candidate has chosen Cousin Kate to compare with Catrin. The candidate begins by offering 
an overview of Catrin and explores the metaphor of the ‘red rope of love’ and what this symbolises 
in terms of Clarke’s love for her daughter.

• There is some comment about how the poem is structured in terms of the contrast in the second 
stanza, juxtaposing the love and the pain of the relationship.

• The candidate uses ‘however’ to transition to Cousin Kate. The comments about the second poem 
are more narrative in terms of content. However, there is a comment about the form of that poem 
being a dramatic monologue. The understanding of form and structure is sound and there is some 
implied comment about context.

• It stays at the lower end of Level 3 as there isn’t a sufficient range of points or any real comment 
about the effect on the reader other than that the reader is directly addressed in Cousin Kate. 
Whilst much of this response is ‘comment’ from the Level 2 criteria, there is just enough sound 
understanding to move it into the lower end of Level 3.

Level 3 – 10 marks
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Unseen Poetry

• Part 2: students answer one question comparing two unseen contemporary poems that are linked 
by a theme.

• Students are required to compare the poets’ portrayals of the theme through their use of 
language, form and structure

• AO1 and AO2 will be targeted. 20 marks
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Poems and Question - Unseen Poetry
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Mark Scheme - Indicative Content - Unseen Poetry

48



Mark Scheme - Levels - Unseen Poetry
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Marking exercise 6 – Script 11 - Unseen Poetry
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• We are now going to look at a final exemplar 
which is in the delegate booklet.

• Look at Script 11.

• Read through the script using the mark 
scheme and decide which level you would 
place it in.

• Put any comments or questions into the 
group chat.

Script 11



Marking exercise 6 - Unseen Poetry – Script 11
Examiner comment and mark

This final exemplar is impressive. Considering how much time candidates are advised to spend on this 
part, and given that the poems are unseen, we could not ask for more.

The writing is informed by perceptive comparisons and contrasts and understanding is assured. 
A critical style is developed and there is perceptive grasp of the form and structure. This is a cohesive 
evaluation and relevant subject terminology is integrated and precise. 

The range of points made include: the ‘wonder of the fireworks’, the realistic tone of Poem 1 
compared with the solely positive view of Poem 2, the sounds being loud and active, romantic 
connotations, the flower metaphor, the positives and negatives, colours and more.

The candidate supports all ideas with relevant evidence taken from both poems and focuses on 
specific words to develop the points and to provide close language analysis.

Level 5 – 20 marks
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Questions
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Let’s get networking!​

Helping you to share resources ​
and support each other.​

Put your email address in the group chat and we ​
will send out an email with them all so you can 

continue to support each other.
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Summary and support



Subject Advisor Support
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Our subject advisors are experts in their fields and are here to 
support you throughout the year.

teachingenglish@pearson.com​

Book an appointment with your Subject Advisor​

Sign up

Facebook page

GCSE English

A Level English

Email:        teachingenglish@pearson.com

Phone:     +44 (0) 344 463 2535 (Mon–Fri, 9:00–17:00)

Book an appointment with your Subject Advisor

Sign up to receive regular updates from your Subject Advisor on 
qualification news and support for your subject.

Follow our Facebook page and join our Pearson Edexcel teacher groups 
for private, professional discussions managed by your Subject Advisor.

• GCSE English

• A Level English

English 
Clare Haviland

mailto:teachingenglish@pearson.com​
https://outlook.office365.com/book/English@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61564320508035
https://www.facebook.com/groups/edexcelgcseenglish
https://www.facebook.com/groups/edexcelalevelenglish


Upcoming GCSE English training
• GCSE English Language: Spring Network

4 February 16:00-17:00

• GCSE English Literature: Spring Network
21 January 16:00-17:00
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You can find recordings of past events and pre-record training on our YouTube playlists:
• Pearson Edexcel GCSE English Language

• Pearson Edexcel GCSE English Literature

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_english_language_spring_network.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_english_language_spring_network.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_english_literature_spring_network.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_english_literature_spring_network.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_english_language_training_playlist.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_english_language_training_playlist.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_english_literature_training_playlist.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_english_literature_training_playlist.html


We are seeking your valuable input on GCSE English. Please complete the surveys and share your insights. 

Have your say
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Help shape the future of English
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Let’s Talk English

Sign up

Let’s Talk English is all about reimagining what English 
means for today’s learners.  

Throughout 2025, we’ve brought together thousands of 
voices from across education to explore bold questions 
about the future of English.

This autumn, we will be sharing:

• reports with the key findings from each of these 
conversations 

• more opportunities to have your say and help shape the 
future of English.  

            Sign up to join the conversation and stay-up-to-date. 

https://www.pearson.com/en-gb/schools/subject-resources/literacy-and-english/lets-talk-english.html
https://www.pearson.com/en-gb/schools/subject-resources/literacy-and-english/lets-talk-english/sign-up.html


Slide title to be 
added here
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Access To Scripts
An online service that allows you to view and download your 
candidates' marked scripts. This tool offers transparency 
and insight into the marking process.

ResultsPlus
An online results analysis tool that provides a detailed 
breakdown of students' performance in our exams, helping you 
identify areas for improvement and track progress effectively. 

examWizard
An online resource bank of past paper questions and 
support materials, enabling you to create customised 
mock exams and tests tailored to your students' needs.

Mocks Service
We offer a paid service for 
mocks, including paper-
based and onscreen 
assessments. Marked by 
examiners, results are 
uploaded to ResultsPlus for 
detailed analysis to aid 
student progression and 
teacher training. Note that 
this service is not available 
for all subjects; please 
check availability for your 
specific subject.

The following services are included as part of your qualification fees:
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Qualification services

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/access-to-scripts.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/examwizard.html
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/pearson-edexcel-mocks-service?_ga=2.122087426.800821013.1736763805-1957298031.1733243894#our-mocks-service


Slide title to be 
added here
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Accessible Shakespeare 
Help all your students to connect and engage with Shakespeare with the 
most accessible and best value editions available.

We’re delighted to offer a 50% discount on all orders of Accessible 
Shakespeare until the end of December 2025. 

Use code ACCSHAKE50 at the checkout.

Rapid Plus
Approved and recommended by Catch Up Literacy and developed 
alongside SEN experts, Rapid Plus was carefully designed to help SEND, 
EAL and struggling readers to reach their full potential. 

Sign up to browse through our free samples and trial our digital resources 
with your students.
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Other teaching and learning resources

Pearson Edexcel’s paid-for resources, as well as resources endorsed by Pearson Edexcel, are not a pre-requisite for the delivery of Pearson Edexcel’s 
specifications. Paid-for resources may also be available from other publishers.

https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/english-literature/accessible-shakespeare
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/english-and-media/rapid-plus-1#overview
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/english-and-media/rapid-plus-1?utm_source=sprint&utm_medium=email-affiliate&utm_campaign=GBSEEN0518RPLUS#free-samples


Find out more​

For more professional 
development courses please 
see Pearson’s Professional 
Development Academy​.

Following this event, you will 
receive a survey to share your 
thoughts about the session. 
Please let us know what you’d 
like to see more of and what 
areas could be improved.​
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https://pdacademy.pearson.com/
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/


Thank you.
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